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SYNOPSIS

She Found the Code. They Took the Glory.

It’s 1951, and the race is on to unlock the secret of life. At its centre 
is Rosalind Franklin, a brilliant young scientist whose pioneering 
work captured the image that would lead to the discovery of DNA’s 
double helix—transforming science forever. Yet her contribution 
was nearly forgotten.

Anna Ziegler’s acclaimed, West End-hit play shines a light on an 
unsung scientist and the fierce ambition, sexism, and sacrifice 
behind one of the greatest discoveries of the 20th century.

Who gets to write history—and who gets left out?

Content advice-Photograph 51 contains haze and flashing lights, 
mature themes. Suitable for all ages.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
 
Is life a race? 

That question lingers throughout Photograph 51. The men around 
Rosalind Franklin chase recognition. She seeks clarity. “I just do my 
work,” she says. But her refusal to compete leaves her isolated.

Photograph 51 isn’t just about a scientific breakthrough. It’s about 
the young people caught in its orbit—driven, uncertain, urgent. 
They’re in their twenties or thirties, like the NIDA students who have 
created this production. The stakes are high. For Franklin, the only 
woman in the room, they’re higher still.

This play asks what gets lost in the race—what we miss when we 
move too fast, or when brilliance doesn’t shout. We hope it helps 
you see again: the things we miss, the people we overlook, and the 
legacies shaped in silence.
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