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By Annidette Puni

Fidela, a lifestyle influencer, has the fame, the sponsors and

an empty Instagramable house. Dolion, a struggling artist is
engaged to a footballer who could care less for her career.
Encouraged by their alter ego’s ‘Fidi’ and ‘Dolly’, the high school

acquaintances spill more than tea over brunch and unleash the
perfect viral storm.

NIC
PUNI

Nicole (Nic) Puni is a Proud Samoan and Saibai Island Creative,
born in Wellington, NZ, raised on Awabakal country and is a NIDA
recipient of the 2024 Prime Video Scholarship. Nic is a graduate
of the Bachelor of Arts: Screen Production at the Australian Film,
Television and Radio School (AFTRS) and is currently studying
NIDA’s Master of Fine Arts Directing, where her theatrical
directing debut play, Duplexity will be featured at NIDA's

2025 Festival of Emerging Artists. Nic's creative skillset, and
experience includes directing, writing, producing and editing
stories focused on highlighting the voices of women, people of
colour, Indigenous Australians, LGBTQIA+ folk, marginalised
youth, and everyday people. Nic feels that the commonality with
all these stories is that each work explores diverse and complex
relationships in an engaging and entertaining way.

Nic’s creative portfolio of work includes her music video
directorial debut, “Something About It for Indie band, Dizzy
Dayz which was featured on Triple J Unearthed (2024) and her
SBS short documentary debut, “Tracking Farmer Dave” which
was featured on SBS on Demand (202 1). While working on
documentaries and music videos, Nic's portfolio also includes
roles as Executive Producer and Assistant Director on the
award-winning short film, KEYS (2019) which had its World
Premiere in California, USA.
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SPONSORED B Y
PRIME VIDEO
2-5 Apr, 7Tpm
SPACE THEATRE 5 Apr, 12pm
Cast (in order of appearance)
Fidela/Fidi Chemon Theys
Dolion/ Dolly Minerva Khodabande
Creative/Production Team
Director Nic Puni
Costume and Set Designer Shay Dowley
Lighting Designer Thomas Hamilton
Sound Designer Julianna Stankiewicz*
Video Designer Finlay Hogan
Voice Coach Laura Farrell*
Movement Choreographer Gavin Robins**
Intimacy Consultant Lucia Mastrantone*
Production & Stage Manager = Bernadett Lorincz*
Construction Manager Zoe Howard
Costume Supervisors Siann Lau
Katrina Mark * Guest

** NIDA staff

Head Electrician Thomas Howieson

Thanks to our Mentors — Sarah Hadley (Directing), Peter Rubie & Steve
Hendy (LX Design), Padraig O Suilleabhain (Head LX),
Gail Priest (Sound).

Content Advice: Explicit language, references to eating disorders, diet
culture, abortion, abuse, flashing images, strobelights

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Duplexity is a play that explores the inner-most thoughts and desires
of women of colour and the social constructs and expectations that
still hinder us today. As the virtual world encroaches into everyday life,
the expectations are reflected by the unrelenting streams, feeds and
algorithmic cycles that influence women to dress, look, act, what to
say or when to say it.

We delve into the lives of content creators and influencers, Fidela and
Dolion, supported by their screen projected alter egos, Fidi and Dolly,
who forge aviral path of no return.

DESIGNER’S NOTE

Duplexity revolves around the concept of one’s inner and outer self,
and so the primary design objective was to create a clear dichotomy
between the inner and outer selves, whilst maintaining the flow of
dialogue between characters. In our production, we utilised pre-
recorded footage to represent the inner selves of each character,
whilst the set worked to divide the space into the “real world” and

an imagined “mind space” for each set of characters to inhabit. The
soundscape and lighting design further aim to emphasise this inner
turmoil, capturing the tension prevalent throughout the play. To further
depict the juxtaposition between the two characters’ lives, costumes
of contrasting colours and styles were used, and the extravagant yet
mismatched set and props paint a picture of one’s inner dialogue,
dwelling on insecurities and the social media age.



