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In a 2018 poll by critics of The New York Times, An Octoroon was 
ranked the second-greatest American play of the past 25 years. When 
it premiered, it was called “this decade’s most eloquent statement 
on race in America today.” (The New York Times). Dion Boucicault’s 
1859 melodrama The Octoroon, about a man who scandalously falls 
for a slave on his Louisiana plantation, helped fan the flames of the 
American Civil War. The dazzling African American playwright Branden 
Jacobs-Jenkins has torn apart and rebuilt the original text as a towering, 
immersive and wildly funny theatrical experience.

International guest director Timothy Douglas, who has helmed more 
than 100 productions across major American theatres, makes his 
Australian debut.
 

Content advice: Uses caricatures and satire to challenge racial 
injustices. It features murders, depictions of racially motivated 
violence, and obscene language including racial slurs. The production 
features haze and smoke effects and loud noises. Advice may change.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
 
the function of freedom is to free someone else … Toni Morrison
to free the voice is to free the actor … Kristin Linklater
 
There is an authentic and synthesizing, (alchemical, really) moment that 
occurs in this production of An Octoroon, during which two slave gals – 
with purity, simplicity, and divine conviction - make an irrefutable case 
for their remaining in captivity. It is within this revelation of paradoxical 
clarity that a genuine revolution emerges! What a revealing privilege  
it is for me to have joined with these lighted beings ‘still in the process 
of becoming’, as they wrestle with difficult history while challenging 
theatrical truths in ‘the moment before’ their collective professional 
launch. 
 
If you surrendered to the air, you could ride it … Toni Morrison
Don’t postpone joy … Kristin Linklater
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